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SAN NICOLAS ISLAND.

A . Haven Smith.
March 14th.1929,



One hundred miles west of San Pedro, wind swept, storm buffeted,
desolate, and almost forgotten, lies an island, San Nicolas by name.
Here it is said the wind continually sings a funeral dirge as if, by
this means, to expiate the terrible crimes of the past. Nay, this
wind i1s literally wiping the island frowm existance by blowing it into
the sea, San NWicolas, deserted by all save a lone sheep herder, im-
possible of approach except in the most favorable weather, once sup-
oorted a vast and contented vopulation, Who were these people? Whence
cane they and whither have they gone? What of culture was theirs? It
is to answer some of these questions tnat this paper was written. It
is not claimed that there is anything original here, simply a collection
from authentic sources of the answers to some of the above questioas,

This island, as all others along this coast, lay undiscovered until
the 16th or 17th century. In 1542 Cabrillo set out from Puerio de Navi-
dad, Mexico, for a trip of exploration along the western coast, The two
vessels used were smaller than any of our coastal vessels, They were
poorly made, poorly manned, From his diary we copy the following:-

"AY day-break Saturday, the 7th of October, they were at the islands
which they named, San Salvador (Santa Catalina) and La Vitoria (San Cle-
mente). They anchored at one of them and went ashore with the boat to

see if there were people; and when the boat came near, a great number of
Indians emerged from the bushes and grass, shouting, dancing, and making
signs that they should land. As they saw the women were fleeing from

the boats they made signs that they should not be afraid, Immediately
they were reassured, and laid down their bows and arrows on the ground
and launched in the water a good canoe which held eight or ten Indians

and came to the ships. They gave them beads and other articles, with
which they were pleased, and then they returned, Afterward the Spaniards
went ashore and they, the Indian women, and all felt very secure., Here

an old Indian mede signs to them that men like the Spaniards, clothed

and bearded, were going about on the mainland, They remained on the
island till mid-day." From here Cabrillo sailed to Santa Monica Bay and
then on north to a point just above Golden Gate. They were then driven south
to San Miguel, where they spent the winter and Cabrillo died., There is no
evidence that Cabrillo saw San Nicolas., 1In fact, we must conclude that he
stayed close to the coast and did not discover the fartherest-out of these
islands,

For sixty more years this island lay undiscovered and then Viz-
caino made his famous voyage. This voyage was made by three vessels which
set out from Acapulco, May 5, 1602, They sailed along the coast, encounter-
ing severe storus, becoming separated, explored Magdalena Bay, and finally
in November reached San Diego Bay (only two of the vessels.) We quote
from his diary as the voyage is continued:- ®"Thereupon, we continued our
voyage, skirting along the coast until the 24th of the month (Nov.), which
was the eve of the feast of the glorious Santa Catalina (St. Catherine)
when we discovered three large islands, (In a foot note Bolton adds: The
three islands shown on the Planos are the Santa Catalina, the Santa Barbara,
and the San Nicolas, but we know that the San Clemente was also described.)
We approached them with difficulty because of a head wind, and arrived at
the middle one, which is more than twenty five leagues around. On the 27th
of the month, and before casting anchor in a good cove (Santa Catalina)
which was found, a multitude of Indians came out in canoes of cedar and









pine, made of planks very well joianed and calked, each one with

eignt oars and with fourteen or fifteen Indiazns, who lcoked like galley
slaves. They caue along side without the slightest fear and came on board
our ships, mooring their own. They showzd great oleasure at seceing us,
telling us by signs that we m.st lend, znd guiding us like oilots to

the anchorage. The general received them Xindly and gave them some
oresents, esnecially the boys. 7We anchored, znd the admiral, Ensign
Alarcon, Father Fray Antonio, and Cantain Peguero, with some soldiers,
went ashore., Many Indians were on the beach, and with the women treat-
zd us {0 roasted sardines and a sauell fruit like sweet ootatoes. Fresh
water was found, although a loag distance frowm the beach. The next day
the general and tne Father Co.missary went ashore, a hut was built, and
mass wes said., More then 150 Indian msn anda women were vpressnt, and they
marvelled not a little at sesing the altar and the imege of our Lord
Jesus crucified, and listened attentively to the scying of mass, asking
by signs what it was all about. They were told that 1t was about heaven,
whereat they marvelled the more. Vhen tne divine servicas were at an

end the general went to their houses, where the women took hiwm insilde,
&iving him some of the food which they had given liinm before., He brought
to the shi» six Indian girls frowm eight to ten years old, whom their
mothers wiliingly gave him, and he clotued trhem with chemises, onetticoats,
and necklaces, and sent them ashore., The rest of the women, seeing this,
came with treir daughters in canoss, asking gifts. The result was that
no one returned em>ty-handed. The peodle go dressed in seal sxkins, the
women esnecially covering their loins, znd their f:zces show tnem to be
modest; out the men are thizves, for anything they szw unguarded they
took. They are a 0:00le given to trzde and traffic and are fond of bar-
ter, for in return for old clothes they woulc give the soldiers sxkins,
snells, nets, thread, and very well twisted ropes, these in great quan-
tities, and reseabling linen. They have dogs lice those in Castile.
————————— On the night of the eve of San Andres, the 29tn of said iunth,
we set sail, for the Indians had told us by signs thnet fartrner along on
this same island tney had their houses ana tnere wss food. (Footnote:-
Un November £9, the San Diego being =zt anchor at Catalina Island in 345
degrees, a junta was held to consider the circumavigating of the island
and ex»sloring the San Andres (San Clemente). It was decided not to soend
the time, but to go ahead, leaving these ex>loratisns for the returnm,
since the weather was good, tae men were becowing ill, and the supolies
becoming short. The general therefore or.ered the 3ilots to set sail as
soon .as vossible.; On the day of San Andres, at four o'clock in the
afternoon, we arrived at the placs which the Indians had designated,

they piloting us in tkheir cances into nort (Catalina), which is all that
could be desired as to convealence and security. On the bzach there was
a pueblo and more than thrze hundrz=d Indians, men, women, and children.
The general and Ensign Alarcon went ashore and iansoected it. The Indian
men and women embraced him and took nim into their houses. These women
have good features. The general gave them beads and rezaled tiem, and
they gave him prickley oesars and a grain lixe the gofio of the Canary
Islands, in willow baskets very well uade, and water iun vessels reseubling
flasks, which were like rattan inside and very thickly varnishei outside.
They hed acorns and some very large skins, aslarently of bLears mith heavy

b
fur, which they used for blanxets.
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b iz woubifal if this story is corrocct in actazil. However, it
deaonstrates clearly what was going on maong tne islands. Wot only
was thils hunting of sex otter und the Indian women making the lot of
tae natives more difficult, but the development of the missions was
having its effect on them as well. There nad been a well-developed
trode petween tne isluncs anu she maianland. .rticlss needed were
brougnt frowm the meinlund snu bartsred for zoods possessed by the
islunders. as tiae Indlans of the wainlund wers gathersd into the
missions they no longer azd the opportanity of meking these trips to
the islands. Thus it was that the lot of ilhe island Indians becaae
mors und wore intolersble.

About the yesr 1332 we find th.t the Fathers of the Mission 3anta
Barbura ordered the removal of tee Indians of 3zn Niecslus to the main-
lard that their (the Indians') lot mizat be improvea. They secursd a

A 1

Capt. Sparks, an otter hunter and well-ucquainted with the islunas, to



m ke the trips The Indians were rounded up and taken on board. All ras
well, and they werc about to sail when one womuan discovered that her child
nad been left behind. How this could have happened is hard to under-
stande. ohe returned to hunc for the child. There are many stories

of the events just prior to and after her reiturn to the iszland. Some
gtate the worman protested that she nmust return to {find her child znd,

not making hersclf understood and realizing that the anchor was being
raised and the boat about to szil away, she threw herself overboard

and swan to the shores This may have angered Capt. Sparks causing

him to deliberately sail away and leavs the woman on the island.

Or it may Dbe that Capt. Sparks was forced, because of a storm, to

lezve San Nicolas. Be the reason for his leaving what 1t may, the

fact remains that he left without the woman. He wmay have expected to
return, but upon reaching Santa Barbara and discharging the islanders

he was ordered to San Francisco with a cargo of lumber. On his

return voyaze the vessel ran into a storm and was lost. This was the

only vessel on the coast, so it was ilmpossible to return for the

woman left on 3an Nicolas Island. Years drifted by. HNow and then the
Fathers of the liission of Santa Barbara would ask a hunter if they had
sewn any signs of humen life on 3an Nicolase. The reply was always in

the negative; more years rolled oy, until the story becaie almost a

mytho About the year 1350 we find a man named George Hidever had come into
prominence in Santa Barbura. He was an adventurer, scout, hunter, and
courageous pioneer, born in Tennessee, making his way west to finally
locate in Santa Barbara. Nidever owned a boat, which he had purchased in
San Francisco and in which he made frequent hunting and exploring trips to
the various Channel Islands. Furs of sea otters and egys of sea zulls
were fairly numerous and much in demand. I was unable to detsrmine just
to what use the latter were put, but believe they were a part of the trade
with China. The 4ission Fathers asked Nidever, while he was on these
hunting trips, to look for thc Woman who had been 1left on 3an Nisolas.

In 1854, while hunting on the island, he discovered foot prints in.the
soft ground near a spring. He found also some enclosures made of whale bones,
but these had notbeen occupied for a long time, so that grass was zrown
high within them. Night came on and he returned to his ship. A "north wester"
came up the next day and he was forced to give up any farther search

and leave the island. Late this same year we find Nidever making another
trip to San Nicolas. On the trip he found more evidences of the exist-
énce of a human being. Among these is a basket placed in the crotch of

a trees This was found, upon examination, to contain bone necdles, seve-
ral skins of shag, and a sinew rope. His first thought was to replace
these in the basket and return all to the place where they had been found.
On further consideration he decided to scatter the con.ents of the basket
about on the zround, reasoning that if the woman was still on the island
she would gather thess things together in the basket and return the bhasket
and its contents to the crotch of the tree. They could find nothing more
on this trip, and a few days later were driven off by another storm.

The latter part of July, 1853, he again fitted out for a hunt on San
Nicolus. I want now to quote from an original manuscrip found in the
Bancroft Library at Berkeley, as Nidever describes what took place:-

"Ten days after our return I again fitted out for a thorough hunt among the
Islands zand principally around 3an Nicolas. Charley Brown accompanied me
&s huater; an Irishman, whom we called Colorado, from his florid complexion,



with three Mission Indians manned our boat, while a fourth iissioa Indi=s
acted as cook. e reached the San Nicolas early in the day and at once went ashore
for the purpos: of selecting a camping place, as we intended to maxe a stay
of at least two or three months. Je landel about the middle of the Island

on the e . side and went up towards the head of the Island. A high rocky
pank ran along the edge of the water, its buse for the most part being

washed by the sea. A few short stretches of sandy beach occurred here and
theres, but tney were not always accessible from the bink. About %+ mile from
the head of the Island we found a good spriag of water just above the edge

of the beach, and in the wet soil surrounding it more foot prints, thut must
have been made but a short time before. As it was alreaay late and w. were
somne 6 or 7 miles from the schooner, we were obliged to return without
farther searcn, determinin-+, however, to make a thorouzn exploration of the
Islend on the following day. Accoriingly, the next morning early, &s soon

as we had breakfast, all hands but the cook went on shore, at the came place
we had landed the day before. Having on our previous visits seen most of

the latest signs near ths head of the Island and, besides, there being but
few springs in the middle and lowsr portions of the Island, we decided to search
first frou the middle up towards tac head. The threze men struck across the
low, sandy stretch before mentioned and found the basket ana its contents
carsfully replaced in the croitch of the bush in which we had first discovered
it. Charley and I struck up towards the head of the Island. Having

becoize tired, I sut down to rest and Charley coatinued around the head of the
Islande. Reacning the place where he had seen the foot prints the day before,
he followed up the ridge. Hear its top he found several huts made of
whale's ribs and covsred with brush, although it was so long since they

had been occupied that they were open on all sides and the grass was gquits
hizh within. Looking about in all directions from this point, he discover=-
ed 2t a distance along the ridge a small bplacx object about fhe size of

& crow, which appeared to be in motion. Advancing cautiously towards it,

he sovon discovered it to be the Indian woman, her head and shoulders only
visible above one of a small enclosure resembling those we nad discovereds.
He approached as near as he dared and then, raising his hat on his raumrod,
signaled to the men who were recrossing the low, sandy siretch and were
plainly visible from this point. They saw the signals and came towards hia.
In the meantime the old woman was busily employed in sitripping blubber

from a piece of seal skin, whici she held across one knee, using, in the
oparation, a rude knife made of a piece of iron hoop stuck into a piece of
rough wood for a handle. OShe kept up a continual jabbering to herself and
every few moments would stop and look in the direction of our men, whom

she had evidently been watching, her hand placed over her eyes to shade

then from the sune.

Uson his approach, there were some dogs near, which begun to growl.
These the old woman sent away with a yell, but without looking in the
direction of Charley. The isen having come up, they quietly surrounded
her to prevent any attcmplt to escape. This being done, Charley stepped
around in front of her, when, instead of showing any elarm, she smiled
and bowed, chattering away in a language wholly unintellizible to all of
them, even to the Indians. They scated themselves around her, after having
made signs to me to come upe I at first did not care to go to where they were,
as I supposed that they had simply discovered something that excited their
curiosity and I would hear about it when they should come down. They
continued to make signs to me to coue there, however, so I went up and found



them seated around the old woman. She smiled and bowed to me also,

and, having taken a seat, she took some roots of two different kinds, one
called carcomites, and the name of the other I do not know, and placed
them in the fire which was burning in the enclosure. As soon as they
wore roasted she invited us all to eat some. The site of the enclosure or
hut where we found her was on the N« W. side and near the top of ithe ridge
that forms the upper end of the Island. It was not far froi the best
spring of water, near the best point for fish and seal, and it commanded
a good view of the greater portion of the Island. Just outside the en=-
closure or wind break, as I should call it, was a large pile of ashes

and another of bones, showing that this had been her abode for a long
time. Nearby were several stakes with blubber on them, as we had seen
around the other enclosures. There was blubber also hanging on a sinew
rope, similar to the one already described, which was stretched between
two stakes. Near the enclosure were several baskets, some in the process
of construction, also two bottle-shaped vessels for holding water; these,
as well as the baskets being wovep,were of some species of grass very
cormon on the Island. There were also several other articles, as fish hooks
made of bone, and needles of the same material, lines or cords of sinews
for fishing and larger ropes of sinews she no doubt used for snaring
seals on the rocks, where they came to sleep. The old woman was of
medium height but rather thick. She must have been about 50 years old,
but she was still stirong and active. Her face was pleasing, as she was
continually smiling. Her teeth were entire, but worn to the gums, the
effect, no doubt, of eating the dried seal blubber. Her head, which

had evidently been for years without any protection, was covered with
thick, matted hair. This was once black, no doubt, but now it had be-
come of a dull browm color. Her clothing consisted of but a single
garment of the skins of shag, made in the form of a gown. It fitted
close at the neck, had no sleeves, was girded at the waist with a

sinew cord, and reached nearly to her feet. She had another dress

of the same material used in making one of these baskets. These were
sewed together with sinews, the needles being of bone. This place was
undoubtedly where she usually lived, but in the rainy season she lived
in a cave nearby.

Having been requested by the Fathers of the Mission of Santa Bare
bara to bring her off in case we found her, I asked the Indians if they
thought she could be taken by force if necessary. They thought she
could. Charley Brown was of the opinion that no force would be necessary
in taking her. I therefore made signs to her to go with us, but she
stared at me, seemingly without comprehending what was wanted. Charley
then placed his hand on her shoulder to call her attention and then went
through the motions of putting her things into baskets and then these
on his back, at the conclusion of which he saids~- "Vamoose". Thisg she
understood without any difficulty, for she at once- began putting her
things into her baskets., Her basket filled, she put it on her back and
followed the Indians toward the beach, while we walked behind, each one
of us carrying some of her things. Seal meat, some of it stinking,
and a seal's head from which the putrified brains were running, were all
carefully put into the basket. We soon arrived at a spring of water,
where we stopped, and on some stakes which we found standing near we
hung the things we were carrying, fixing them on the stakes in such a
manner as to make her believe we took very great care of them. Near



this spring there were several rocks, in the cracks of which were large
numbers of fish and other bones carefully placed. ‘e then proceeded to
the beach where a spring issues from a shelving rock just below the bank.
The old woman stopped here to wash, the men having gone on aheud, and
Charley and I remained on the bank above. This being finished, we
proceeded to the boat and went on board the schooner. When we put her
into the boat she crept forward to the bow, where she knelt, holding
firmly onto each side of the boat. As soon as we got on board she crept
alongside of the stove which was on deck. Dinner was ready and was at
once served. The cook gave the old woman some pork and hard tack,

which she seecmed to relish, and in fact she took readily to all of our
food, it always agreeing with her. Charley Brown at once set to work and
made her a petticoat of ticking, which, with & man's cotton shirt and a
black necktie, completed her dress, and she seewed to be very proud of
it. Seeing Charley &l work on her petticoat, she made signs that she
wanted to sew. According, she was given & needle and thread, but

Charley was obliged to thread it for her, as her eyes seemed weak. I had
given her an old cloak or cape that was ulmost in ribbons and she sewed
up all the rents and holes. Her nanner of sewing was peculiar: placing
her work across her knec, she thrust the needle through the cloth with
the right hand and pullec the thread througn with the left.

The next day we went ashore and camped, about the middle of the Island
close to the beach. We made & temporary shelter by spreading a sail over
two oars driven into the side of the bank. A similer shelter was made for
her of brush. e remained here hunting about a month, when we brought her
on shore with us. While on the Island with us she busied herself in go-
ing for wecod and water about & quarter of a .2ile distance and working on
her vaskets. OShe brought weler and wood of her own accord, the water in
the vessels before mentiored. Cf the several beskets she was worxing, not
one of them was comgleted, although she would work first on one and then
on the other. One day Charley shot a she-otter off shore. It was
brought to land for the purpose of skinning. Inside of her wes a young
otter, within a few days of being born. The carcass wes beiny hauled
down to the water &s was customary after taking off the skin, when the
old woman vigorously protested against such a waste of meat. Seizing
one of the flippers, she drew it back on land, where it lay until the
stench obliged us to throw it into the water. By this time however she
had come to the conclusion that our food was better than this, end she
50 expressed herself in her own rude way by signs. She was very fond
of sugar and, in fact, anytning sweet, end showed her fondness for it
by smacking her lips. She had evidently known hunger, as she sedulousiy
saved every scrap of food and bones, and the latter she would take out
from time to time, suck them over and over, and put them away #gain.

When we took her from her hut ske was very careful to place the seal's
head in the basket, although it was almost roitten. The younz otter was
ﬁkinned and stuffed, meking a plaything for the old women., She hung

it by a string from the roof of her shelter and for hours at a time
would wmuse herself like a child in making it swing back end fortn,
striking it with her hand to keep it in motion. One day while out hunt-
ing I came across her lining one of the vessels she used for holding
water. GShe had built a fire and had several small siones about the size
of a walnui heating in it, Taking one of the vessels which was ir shape
and size very lixe a demijohn, excepting that the neck and wouth were
much larger, she dropred a few pieces of asphaltur with it, and as soon
as the stones were well heated they were drosped in on top of the asphaltum.



They soon melted it, when, resting the bottom of the vessel on the
ground, she gave it a rotary motion with both hands until its interior
was completely covered with asphaltum. These vessels hold water well,
and if kept full may be placed with safety in a hot sun.

When we left the Island for Senta Barbare we were caught in such
a violent gale that we were several times on the point of turning
back, but we finally got under the lee of Santa Cruz Island which afforded
us some shelter until late in the day when the wind went down. As soon
as it began to blow, the old woman conveyed to us by signs her intention
to stop the wind. She then knelt and prayed, facing the quarter from
which the wind blew, and contirued to pray ai intervals during the day
until the gele was over. Then she locked at us and smiled, &s much as
tc says "“You see how I have succeeded in stopping the windi" Fron
Santa Cruz we ran over to Santa Barbara, arriving there early thé next
day. Upon nearing the shore an oxcart came in sight, when the old woman's
delight was unbounded. She clapped her hends and danced, pointing the
while &t the cart and oxen. On landing, I found my sons 2t the beach
awalting my arrival, one of them being on horseback. Her deligit at the
sight of the horse was even greater than thut manifested at the sight
of the oxcart. As soon as she got out of the boat she went up to it
and began examining it, pointing at this part, then that, and talking and
laughing to herself. Finally she pointed at the horse, and placing two
fingers of her right hand estride the forefinger of her left she imitated
the motion of a horse. The news wes not long in spreading of the arrival
of the old woman, and we had hardly reached my house with her when half
the town came down to see her. For months after, she and her things,
as her dress, baskets, needle, etc., were visited by everybody in the
towvn and for miles around outside of it.

The old woman was always in good humor and sang and danced to the
great delight of the children and even older ones. She often visited
the town and seldom returned without some present. The vessels that
touched here usually brought passengers, who, hearing of her, came to
my house. The captain of the Fremont, one of these vessels, offered
to take her to San Francisco and exhibit her, giving me one-helf of
what he could make. Capte. Trussel of this place offered me $1000 for her
for the same purpose. e had all become somewhut attached to her, however,
and consequently refused to listen to these proposals. The same day
we arrived here the Fathers from the liission came down to see her.
They continued to visit her and also sent for Indians from different parts
of this secticn and speaking different Indien tongues, in hopes of find-
ing someone who could converse with her. Several came, each representing
a different dielect, but none of them could understand her or make
themselves understcod. She was continually talking and frequently made
use of the word "pickinny" in referring to her child. She alsc used
"Manana". She expresced a great many ideas by signs so plainly that we
readily understood them. By signs she told us that she did not find her
child, tnat she wandered about for days without taking hardly any food or
drink, sometimes sleeping but little, until her clothes were torn and her
feet and legs bleeding. After a time she forgot her child and sang
and danced. She also told that she was very sick at one time; thati she
had seen vessels passing to and fro but none came to take her off; that
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she saw us on the Island before we found her.

Her dressecs, bone needles, and other curiosities were tcken possecseession
of Father Gonzales, with ny consent, and sent to Rome. About five
”$€Ségpafter she wangrought over she was twken sick from eating too much
fruit, seven weers from the day of her arrivel died. The Fathers of the
Mission baptized her "sub conditicne" and named her Juana Marias. I left
here for San Francisco just before she died, having first made her a
rough coffine My wife can tell you better about her after I brougnt her

ashore.

In his book on the Channel Islands Holder gives Charley Brown's
account of the finding of this woman. He visited Brown with a steno-
graplier and secured Brown's version of the successful search for the lost
wouiatls Brown's story checks with Nidever's very closelye.

Englehardt in his book "The Santa Barbara Migsion" refers to this
story. He stated thal he was unable to find any record of the baptism
of Juana liaria or of her burial. The grave is unknown and unmarked today.

Thus perished the last of ithe early inhabitants of San Nicolas
Islend. In fact I believe you will agree with me that it would be correct
to say the last inhabitant of San Nicoclas Island, for the lone sheep
herder of the island can hardly be called an inhabitant.

These early inhabitants of the Island belonged to the Shoshone tribe.
Kroeber states that only four badly-spelled words have been preserved from
their language but that these are sufficient to prove the above state-
mente This island is a difficult one to reach even today, so its isolaticn
would tend to develope a different language and culturee.

The tribe buried its dead in rather shallow graves. These are
constartly being exposed to view by the shifting sands. When dug up
the skeletons show, for the most part, that before turiel the knees had
been flexed and brought up to the chiny and the arms folded around in
front of the knees. With the dead were buried his possessions. The visitor
to the island today thus hunts for these graves in order to find the
artifacts of this lost race.

They were fishermen rather than hunters. Very few arrows are
found on the island. Fish hooks made of abzlone shell are not uncommon.
Numerous implements made of bone are &lso found. These incluce needles,
awls, and other devices the use of which is uncertein. Mortars and pestles
are cormon and of great variation in size. These are made of sandstonee
There are other stone artifacts which may have been used as sinkers, ore=
haments, or ceremonial devices. Beads are numerous in the graves. These
are made of shells. They used either the whole shell or cut the abalone
shells into the desired size and shape. Their homes were made of ‘rame
wori: of whalebone and covered with hides or brush. Whales were numerous
about the island and were frequently washed ashore. The unusual number
of sea otters existing near the island has been referred to frequently in
this paper. These furnished @ source of food &nd hides as well.
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Baskels were woven and covered on the inside with asphaltum. The
asphaltunr was common on the coast of the island as well as the mainland
then &s now. One of these baskets was in the museum of the California
Academy of Science in San Francisco until 1906, when it was destroyed
by the fire following the earthquake of that year. This is described
as flasked shaped and so thickly covered with asphaltum that the reeds
were scarcely visible. The Indians used asphaltum to close the small
holes in the abalone shells, thus giving them enother small dish for
numerous uses. They had canoes and traded with the Indians of the coast
and Catalina. From the latter place they secured the steatite used
for small orpamenis and charms.

To summarize: The Island was discovered by Viscaino in 1602.

At that time it supported a large population. They possessed
large canoes, existed by fishing, were unwarlike, traded with the
coast and Catalina.

They were partially exterminated by the Indians of the northwest
who were brought to the Islend to hunt sea otters.

They were removed in 1835 to the Mission of Santa Barbera, with
the exception of one woman,

This woman was found and removed to Santa Barbara twenty years
later by George Nidever.

The artifacts found on the island prove that they were fishermen.

It 1s astonishing that we should find the stone age persisting
until such a recent date right here on our own shores,
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